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and heroic contests with discomfort and fever. Drill and standing 
guard, and games of baseball, cards, cribbage, and quoits served as a 
partial offset to the monotony. Drunkenness brought forgetfulness to 
not a few. The fatigue of the march, and suffering in siege and battle 
are likewise vividly portrayed. An itemized statement of three years' 
receipts and expenditures with prices paid for clothing is given. 

The value of the volume is enhanced by the author's preface, which 
contributes to an understanding of pioneer days in Wisconsin. 

J. A. James 

Mobile of the Five Flags. The Story of the River Basin and Coast 
about Mobile from the Earliest Times to the Present. By 
Peter J. Hamilton, LL. D (Mobile: The Gill Printing Com- 
pany, 1913. 408 p.) 
Judge Peter J. Hamilton, already well known as the author of Co- 
lonial Mobile and the Colonization of the South, has in this account of 
Mobile produced an almost ideal local history. The book was written 
at the request of the school board of the city of Mobile and is designed 
for supplementary reading in school as well as for the use of the gen- 
eral reader. The work is popular in style and content but is, neverthe- 
less, in its construction scholarly, in this respect being unlike most local 
histories. It is based upon practically all available sources such as the 
accounts of travelers, printed books and documents, and manuscript 
records in foreign and domestic archives. It is well illustrated by nu- 
merous reproductions of contemporary maps and pictures. 

The territorial scope of the book is indicated in the sub-title: it is "a 
story of the river basin and the coast about Mobile from the earliest 
days to the present." The five flags mentioned in the title are those of 
France, England, Spain, United States, and the Confederate States. 
Only one section of the territory of the United States changed flags 
oftener than Mobile and that was the western part of the Florida district 
in which Mobile was located. About one-half of the Avork is devoted to 
the colonial period and the other half to the territory of the region since 
its acquisition by the United States. In the colonial period Mr. Hamil- 
ton deals thoroughly with the explorations, the colonial government, 
Indian relations, relations of the Mobile district with the French settle- 
ments along the Mississippi, with Cuba and with the English colonies to 
the northeast, Creole life, and church and school matters. In the Amer- 
ican period the author unites the history of the final conflict between 
Indian and white, the americanization of government and society, the 
development of modern transportation methods and the resulting effect 
on Mobile, the growth of the modern education system and the develop- 
ment of the Protestant church, relations with the federal government, 
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Civil War and reconstruction, and ends with an extensive account of 
present day conditions. Very little can be said in criticism of this work. 
It is not as well printed as it should be, and in some instances the au- 
thor does not differentiate Mobile history from New Orleans history 
quite as sharply as might be done, but these are minor matters. The 
Southwest has other historic towns. These will be very fortunate if they 
secure historians so competent as Mr. Hamilton. 

Walter L. Fleming 

John Brown Soldier of Fortune. A Critique. By Hill Peebles Wilson. 
(Lawrence, Kansas: Hill P. Wilson, 1913. 450 p. $2.50 net) 

The fact that this volume is dedicated to the memory of Mrs. Sara T. 
D. Robinson, an unrelenting enemy of the memory of John Brown, 
whose popular fame overshadowed that of her husband and his asso- 
ciates in the fight for Kansas, tells us, at once what kind of a "critique" 
to expect; and the reader finds that the book comes up to this expecta- 
tion on every page. The picture of Brown here given is the reverse of 
the one that has become so much a part of the traditions of the North. 
Mr. Wilson finds in the career of Brown nothing to praise. According 
to him Brown was a hypocrite with the Scripture on his tongue's end, 
the most contemptible of men; he was a practicer of shady methods of 
business, some of which were downright dishonest ; poverty, not patriot- 
ism, drove him to Kansas, where he was of no assistance to the real 
fighters for free-soil; in order to better his fortunes, he and his sons 
turned horse thieves and committed the murders on the Pottawatomie in 
the pursuit of their calling; and the rest of Brown's career is inter- 
preted in the light of his earlier life. 

If one enjoys harshness of criticism, sarcasm, innuendoes concerning 
writers on the same subject, he will find himself satiated by Mr. Wil- 
son's book. Three previous historians of John Brown, Redpath, San- 
born, and Villard are served up with pepper, vinegar, and tobasco sauce 
on almost every page; Mr. Villard, being the latest and the most schol- 
arly of the three, is always treated with extra spices. To use a well- 
worn expression, if you like this kind of a book, this is the kind of a 
book you will like ; but the reviewer does not belong to those who prefer 
highly seasoned sauces, for they spoil the real taste of the meat; and so 
he has found no pleasure in the style of Mr. Wilson's book. If the book 
was worth writing — and the reviewer does not mean to imply that it 
wasn't — its value would have been vastly increased and its credibility 
more apparent, if the author had adopted a style more consonant with 
the decorum of scholarship and had shown more tolerance for what he 
regards as mistakes of authors, who have the reputation of honest men. 
Mud slinging does not further the cause of scholarship. 



